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1. WELCOME 

The Chair, Adrian Cosenza, opened the meeting and welcomed members.  

The Chair made an Acknowledgement of Country statement. 

The Chair summarised the agenda for the meeting. 

2. APOLOGIES 

Phil Crowe; Gelareh Farshid. 

3. DECLARATION OF A QUORUM 

The Chair declared that there was a quorum. 

4. DECLARATION OF PROXIES 

The Chair declared that there were no proxies. 

5. MINUTES OF THE 2023 AGM 

Members RESOLVED that the minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting be approved as a 
correct record of the proceedings of that meeting.  

6. CHAIR’S REPORT 

The Chair acknowledged the work of the board and praised their level of care for sarcoma 
patients.  

The Chair confirmed that the AGM notices (including the final Finance Report) were shared 
with members as required for compliance with regulations. 

The Chair presented an outline of the Strategic Planning for 2022-2024 addressing the four 
core strategic pillars and highlighted progress against the main areas of focus. Key points are 
summarised below. 

Pillar 1 - Quality Research & Clinical Care:  

• The Chair is pleased that ANZSA has matured and become internationally recognised.   

• The Chair acknowledged Peter Steadman’s efforts in coordinating a global meeting. 

• The Guidelines program of work is comendable 
 

Pillar 2 - Funding and Governance 
• Pleasing amount of advocacy with more directed and ongoing funding 

• Funds have been invested with a fund manager yielding positive results 

• Acknowledged David Gyorki for his efforts in establishing and assisting to co-ordinate the 
Plank-a-thon fundraiser for 2025. 
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• Highlighted Denise Caruso’s work in securing donations and grants. 

• Accord database is a significant demonstration of ANZSA’s focus on improving patient care 
through data. 

• Shape of the Board has been reviewed with succession planning, appointments and skills 
assessments in progress. New Zealand professional representation is a positive inclusion. 

• Acknowledged Sarah Cheung for her work to include the first Consumer Connection event 
to the ASM. Acknowledged Geoff McKinnon (retired board member) for his effort in 
establishing the Consumer Advisory Panel. 

 
Pillar 3 – Professional Education 
• Thankful for a vibrant Scientific Advisory Committee with high quality engagement. 

• Journal club has proven to be an important education initiative. 
 
Pillar 4 – Advocacy and Awareness 
• More purposeful advocacy taking place. 

• Sarcoma Awareness month was very successful with its reach increasing year on year. 

• Congratulated Denise Caruso on distributing campaign efforts amongst board members. 
 

The Chair advised that the Strategic plan is due for review and renewal in 2025. Likely focal 
points include: 

• Registry, data collection and analytics 
• Government advocacy 
• Risk mitigation 
• Shaping the Board to ensure it is fit for purpose. 

The Chair acknowledged the efforts of the ANZSA team and indicated that the board must 
ensure that the team is staffed to meet strategic needs. Increasing staff resources over the next 
strategic cycle (with financial responsibility) is likely. 

The Chair indicated that members need to be aware that these items are on the future agenda. 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024 

The Chair presented the financial report. 

Overall, ANZSA is in a position of financial strength with the capacity to cover operating 
expenses for three years with prudent management should the need arise. 

The Chair provided an opportunity for questions with none asked. 

Members RESOLVED that the financial report, together with the reports of the Directors and 
auditor, be approved.  
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8. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The Chair informed that Jayesh Desai and Marianne Phillips will retire (effective from 10 
October 2024). He thanked them for their professional, passionate, punctual, openly respectful 
and insightful contributions to the board. Stewardship from both has determined the course and 
success of the company. 

Following an Expression of Interest to the full ANZSA membership, four members were 
nominated for election to the two open positions on the Board of Directors. All were eligible 
members.  

 
Medical Oncologist: Vivek Bhadri and Peter Grimison 
New Zealand Professional Representative: Joanna Connor and Shaneel Deo 

 
The Chair announced the new board members are Vivek Bhadri and Joanna Connor and 
conveyed deep appreciation for Peter and Shaneel’s expression of interest. 
 

9.  OTHER MATTERS 

None raised. 

10. MEETING CLOSE 

The Chair thanked everyone for their participation and declared the meeting closed at 6:18pm.  

  


